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Church Worship Diary: November 2017 
For regular events, see inside back cover.  Diary also available on www.kingstonurc.org 

 
November 2017  
Weds 1 10.00 Tots’ Praise 
 13.10 Lunchtime service 
 19.30 Meditations 
Thurs 2 20.00 International Friendship Café 
Fri 3 13.00 – 14.00 Prayer Meeting 
Sun 5 10.00 Worship Service 
 11.30 All-Age Worship 
 18.30 Reflective Worship 
Mon 6 10.00 Parents and Toddlers 
Weds 8 10.00 Tots’ Praise 
 13.10 Lunchtime service 
Thurs 9 20.00 International Friendship Café 
Fri 10 13.00 – 14.00 Prayer Meeting 
Sun 12 10.30 All-Age Worship.  Remembrance Sunday 
Copy for December / January Church News to Tony Wenman by 12.00 
Mon 13 10.00 Parents and Toddlers 
Weds 15 10.00 Tots’ Praise 
 13.10 Lunchtime service 
Thurs 16 20.00 International Friendship Café 
Fri 17 13.00 – 14.00 Prayer Meeting 
Sun 19 10.00 Worship Service 
 11.30 All-Age Worship 
 18.30 Reflective Worship 
Mon 20 10.00 Parents and Toddlers 
Weds 22 10.00 Tots’ Praise 
 13.10 Lunchtime service 
Thurs 23 20.00 International Friendship Café 
Fri 24 13.00 – 14.00 Prayer Meeting 
Sun 26 10.00 Worship Service 
 11.30 All-Age Worship 
 18.30 Reflective Worship 
Mon 27 10.00 Parents and Toddlers 
Weds 29 10.00 Tots’ Praise 
 13.10 Lunchtime service 
Thurs 30 20.00 International Friendship Café 
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Letter from Lesley 
 
Dear All, 

The thing I was dreading about the celebration of my 20 years in 
ministry was someone making a speech and at the end of it me 
thinking, ‘hypocrite – you don’t mean that’. Or, ‘when I think of the way 
you have behaved towards me in private’ – Believe me I have heard 
those speeches. Or equally painful, a description of myself that was 
only a part of the person that I am. It is a joy that the team who put the 
book together contacted some pals who I exercise with and there is a 
picture of me in the ballroom in Blackpool. There are also many 
references to my taste in music and it feels affirming and rounded. 

God knows all these aspects of who I am. Not merely the bright happy 
sunny non-sweaty, churchy me. That is true of me and of you too. 

And you know what is even more amazing? God loves that person. 
Knowing all about the rubbish we watch on our screens. The bigoted, 
unquestioning, or mean spirited views we hold that we would never say 
in Church. The habits which damage our livers and rot our brains. God 
loves that person.  

That does not mean that God wants that person to stay the same.  

There is discipleship which is about depth of knowledge of Jesus and 
his love. 

Holding these two things together is where the magic of life and Jesus’ 
life happens. Loved but called to be more. 

Celebration book – best bit?  Nobody can beat Bessie’s comment about 
me, which is that she remembers ‘when I ate a plum whole!’ Hurrah. 
Hey it’s not much of a talent but it’s mine.  

Best wishes 
Lesley 
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Walk to Ayrshire 
 
During 2018 I am going to walk to Beith, Ayrshire, Scotland. (Think 
Glasgow.) 
I will take the month of September to do it. It would be 400 miles were it 
not for my ability to walk in the wrong direction.  
Would you like to walk with me for a day? I expect to rest on Sundays 
and walk around 20 miles each other day.  
Please let me know ASAP if you are interested.  
During my walk, I will be blogging for the URC in general and KURC in 
particular so whether you are walking or not you could follow the whole 
thing.  

Lesley 
 
 

November 2017 
 
November is the traditional month of death in Britain. The traditions of 
Halloween and All Saints and of course Remembrance Sunday. 

We are going to expand that a bit and do something very un-British – 
talk about death. 

We will be looking at what happens after death, taking time to 
remember those we have loved, what does the communion of saints 
mean? Who are the saints who have shaped us? How much should we 
allow the dead to influence the life of our church? 

On Sunday 12th November, we will gather at the evening service to 
light candles and speak about those we love who are no longer with us. 

Come and maybe you know someone who would like that opportunity 
whether they are a part of our fellowship or not. 
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Letter from Suk In Lee 
 

During September and October, we had many activities happening. There was the 
opening of the refurbished sanctuary at New Malden URC, an Intercultural 
Festival at Kingston and New Malden, Harvest Festival, New Malden’s first two 
lunchtime recitals - such a busy autumn this year. Outside in the gardens and 
countryside there is evidence everywhere of nature’s bounty: apples, pears, 
plums, grapes, acorns, berries, chestnuts. The leaves are especially colourful this 
year – every shade of gold and brown. As a former farmer myself this gives me 
special pleasure. I know how important it is to gather in the fruit and vegetables to 
ensure there is enough food to last through the cold winter. 
 
Harvest time for the farmer is also a very busy and exhausting time. The entire 
family, of all ages - even the dog and cat - has to assist. There are many stories in 
the Bible about harvesting crops such as vines, looking after cattle and sheep. In 
the gospel of Matthew chapter 9 v 37 Jesus says ‘The harvest is large but there 
are few workers to gather it in. Pray to the owner of the harvest that he will send 
out workers to gather in his harvest’.  
 
In autumn, the church is also busy preparing for Christmas and the new year. Our 
ministers visit many families at this time - Peter, Lesley and I ask members if we 
can visit them and we invite them to our manses. When I visit someone in their 
home we are able to talk and discuss all kinds of matters with no time pressure 
(unlike Sunday morning). Talking to a wide of range of people helps me realise 
what a wide range of skills and talents we have in our churches.  
 
When we look around our community there are so many who need our help and 
prayers. There are many lonely people: the bereaved, ethnic minorities finding it 
difficult to integrate, young students unused to being away from home, those who 
suffer depression and other mental illnesses. There are also so many materially 
poor people who survive only with the aid of foodbanks. And there are many 
spiritually poor people who find it difficult to believe in the concept of love.  
 
As Christmas approaches God calls us to use our skills and talents, however 
insignificant we might think they are, to support those in need and to bring joy, 
love and peace to the world. Isaiah 6:8 ‘Then I heard the Lord say, “Whom shall I 
send? Who will be our messenger?” I answered, “I will go! Send me!” In my head, 
I continually hear the words of the hymn ‘I the lord of sea and sky, I have heard 
my people cry. All who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save. I who made the 
stars of night I will make their darkness bright. Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send?’  
 
We can answer ‘YES! I WILL’.           Rev. Suk In Lee 
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Cathy’s conversation 
Firstly, I want to thank you for keeping the secret of your contributions for 
Lesley’s book that was made as part of our celebration time for her twenty 
years of ministry in this church.  
 
It was also fun taking part in the preparation for the service and I want to 
thank all of you that said yes and felt free to express your acknowledgement 
of what Lesley’s ministry has meant to you personally in your own way.   
 
After a fairly eventful early autumn we are now on the path of preparation to 
express what Christmas means to us as a community. The Link to Hope 
shoe-boxes have started to be filled. Waitrose in Kingston have our 
Christmas Day lunch as one of the three token options under the title of 
Isolation at Christmas. Please think about this if you are shopping there. 
Also, think about joining the team of people who will be working towards 
making this event successful. There will be more news through the church 
notices, Facebook and Twitter as we get closer to the day. These are just 
two of the many ways that we can be together through Advent and at 
Christmas too. 
 
It is great to have Ted Bellingham working with us as a student minister. He 
is already getting to know of our diversity and I am sure will welcome the 
chance to meet with you.  
 

Cathy Seymour 
 

 
 

Meeting re Welcoming - 21st November 
  
There will be two opportunities to meet to discuss Church Welcoming on 
21st November.  The meetings will take place at Kingston United Reformed 
Church at 2pm and 8pm and will be led by Lesley. 
  
Please come along to one of these sessions - we would like as many people 
as possible to join us. 
  

Maggie Arnold 
  



KURC Church News November 2017 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back page 

8 

Pastoral news as at 12th October 2017 
 

We are called to pray for one another at all times, whether in times of 
illness or difficulty, times of joy or happiness or because it is one of 
those ordinary days. 
 
 

 
 
 
Church and church linked groups in our prayers this month are: Foyer 
Coffee service, Foyer events and activities team (those who organise 
events but also those there day by day) and the safeguarding group. (If 
you don’t know what the group is or who it includes look in the church 
manual or ask!) 
 
God of love, 
We remember those in hospital and ask for your healing touch upon 
them. Give wisdom to the doctors caring for them and strength to all 
those visiting and supporting them. 
We pray for those at home struggling with illness, whether mild or more 
serious. Give them your peace. Be close to them and all who care for 
them. 
We give you thanks and praise for the ministry of Lesley Charlton at 
KURC over the last 20 years; for her faithful service among us. 
We give thanks for the ministry of Tony Wenman as church organist for 
the past 50 years; for his loyal service and dedication. 

Out of care for people’s privacy, 
since January 2012 the list of Personal Concerns 

has been deleted from the web edition of Church News 
Anyone wishing to receive the full edition of Church 

News by e-mail should send an 
e-mail to: tony.wenman@gmail.com 
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We thank you for all those who give up their time to work in the foyer; 
for those who serve refreshments, for those who organise activities and 
for those who are just there day by day helping create the welcoming 
atmosphere. Guide them as they serve and give them wisdom as they 
minister to the great variety of people and needs that arise. We thank 
you for the work of the safeguarding group as they ensure the right 
processes and practices are in place. Give them a perceptive and alert 
mind to see where issues might arise and the wisdom to know how to 
respond. 
 

We pray for our church staff. For our ministers, Lesley and Suk-In. Send 
your spirit upon them and lead them in your service. For Ted as he 
continues his training among us; help him to use this time well to 
prepare him well for the work you have in mind for him. For the centre 
staff team, Catherine, Joe and George; for Sally our youth leader and 
Sulhee our volunteer worker. Give them renewed strength and 
enthusiasm for the work they do in our name. Finally, help us all to 
respect their roles among us, to encourage them and to be faithful in 
praying for them. 
Amen.  

New church members 
 

 

On Sunday 17th September, 
we received three members 
of our congregation into 
Membership.  Here is a 
photo of them – from left to 
right, Robin Pilbeam, 
Richard Scorer and Matt 
Board.  If you don’t know 
any of them, please 
introduce yourself! 
 

 
Handbook Amendment 

 
Mary Cole has moved to: 
Shannon Court, Portsmouth Road, Hindhead. GU26 6DA  
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Messy Church 
 
Messy Church is back! (soon!) 
We stopped Messy Church at the end of last term as we found that 
running it on a Monday afternoon after school was no longer working!  A 
small group of us, including Lesley, met to decide the way forward. 
We will be re-launching Messy Church in January, on a Sunday 
afternoon, from 4-6pm. There will be a new format, where we offer a 
theme, still working towards learning about a Bible story or verse.  
Themes include, music, art, sport, science etc. It will remain once a 
month and will of course, not be on the same day as Contact Centre! 
It will be all age, so if you thought it was just for families with young 
children, please re-consider as we aim to accommodate all at our new 
sessions.  We also hope that because it will be on a Sunday afternoon, 
we might get new faces on the team, who are interested in the specific 
themes.   
More information to come. Watch this space! 
 
Messy Church ( 메 시  처 치 ) 가  곧  다 시  시 작 됩 니 다 !  

지 난  학 기 를  마 지 막 으 로 Messy Church 를  잠 시  동 안  쉬 었 습 니 다 . 월 요 일  오 후 , 방 과 후 에  진 행 되 는  

개 인 적 인  활 동 으 로 Messy Church 에  참 석 하 는  아 이 들 / 가 족 들 의  수 가  점 점  줄 어  들 었 기  

때 문 입 니 다 . 이 러 한  이 유 로 레 슬 리  목 사 님 과  어 린 이  담 당  교 사 들 이  상 의 하 여  아 래 와  같 은  결 정 을  

내 린  바  있 었 습 니 다 . 
 

이 제  Messy Church 가  다 시  시 작 됩 니 다 . 내 년  1 월 부 터  주 일  오 후  4 시 부 터  6 시 까 지  진 행 될  

것 입 니 다 . 그 리 고 2 주 에  한  번 씩  교 회 에 서  진 행 되 는  Child Contact Centre 와  겹 치 지  않 는  주 일 을  

선 택 하 여  한  달 에  한  번  이 루 어 집 니 다 . ( 정 확 한  날 짜 는  추 후  공 지 ) 이 는  성 경  이 야 기 를  배 경 으 로 

하 여  하 나 의  주 제 를  다 루 는  새 로 운  형 식 의  프 로 그 램 으 로, 주 제 는  음 악 , 미 술 , 체 육 , 과 학  등 을  

포 함 합 니 다 .  
Messy Church 는  연 령  제 한  없 이  어 린 이 , 중 고 등 부  학 생 , 청 년 , 어 른 들 까 지  모 두 가  참 석 하 실  수  

있 습 니 다 . 앞 으 로 진 행 될  프 로 그 램 에  많 은  관 심 을  가 져  주 시 길  부 탁 드 립 니 다 . 
 

더  자 세 한  사 항 은  추 후 에  공 지 될  예 정 이 오 니 , 교 회  소 식 지 를  참 고 해  주 세 요!  
 

감 사 합 니 다 . 
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Christmas Shoebox Appeal 2017 

 

 
This year, Tots Praise grown-ups will help Sally to co-ordinate our 
Shoebox Appeal.  Run by the charity, Link To Hope, thousands of 
shoeboxes from all over the country, filled with Christmas presents, are 
sent to Eastern Europe.  This will bring hope and joy to people living in 
poverty in places like Romania and Moldova.  See their website for 
more information: www.linktohope.co.uk 
 

The deadline for return of shoeboxes is Sunday 29 October.  They need 
to be returned to us here at KURC (ignore the instruction re. delivery on 
the flyer!) 
 

You can pick up a shoebox with instructions from the designated table 
in the Mayo Hall after the 10am services.  If you have any spare boxes 
at home, please bring them in.  SHOEBOXES only please, NO BOOT 
BOXES.  Please be strict about what goes in!  There is a list of suitable 
suggestions in the flyer and a ‘naughty list’!!   
 

PLEASE DO NOT PUT THESE ITEMS IN YOUR BOX 
NO…  

FOOD, MEDICINES, BOOKS, TEA/COFFEE, OUT OF DATE ITEMS 
 

Thank you in advance for your generosity.  Last year we sent over 100 
boxes and we are hoping to do the same again this year.  Christmas – 
what a perfect time to think of others and to make someone smile! 
 
Sally Butler 
Children, Youth and Families Worker 
Contact: youth@kingstonurc.org or 07807 348326 
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Flower Rota for November 
 

Nov   5 Liz Cook 
12 Barbara Parker 

        19    Margaret Golding 
        26 Maggie and John Arnold 
 
Thank you so much to the people who 
donated flowers and greenery, and to 
those who came and decorated the 
church for Harvest. 
 

Our next decorating date is Saturday 9 
December for the gift service and 
Christmas! 

 
 

Harvest 
Harvest Festival is a celebration of the food grown in the land. Thanksgiving 
ceremonies and celebrations for a successful harvest are both ancient and 
worldwide. For example, in Britain, we have given thanks for successful harvests 
since pagan times. We decorate our churches with flowers, fruits and vegetables 
and call the celebration “Harvest Festival”.   
On Saturday, 7th October we decorated our church with flowers, vegetables and 
tins of which were made from the produce of our land.  A small number of 
volunteers, led by our creative Steve Wenman, made beautiful flower and 
greenery displays which were taken from our gardens. 
Harvest Festival is a public holiday in South Korea known as Cheseok and it is 
also celebrated in North Korea. As we have a large community of Koreans around 
Kingston and in our church, we have honoured this by singing during our service 
today a traditional Korean Harvest Song accompanied by traditional instruments 
gayageum and janguu, and also the Korean children wore their traditional 
costumes for the service. 
We all receive the same message, that our beautiful, rich and creative world was 
given to us by Our Father. This richness and beauty has to be preserved, 
cherished and shared with each other even in some small things, like bringing and 
sharing food with those who are not very successful at some stages in their lives, 
or collecting and filling shoe boxes with “goodies” which we have to give by the 
end of October to the people in our church who are responsible for the Shoe Box 
Appeal….. 
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Thank you for the gift 
of sunshine and rain in due season, 
of seed, soil and harvest, 
provision for our needs 
and others, if in love we share. 
 

Thank you for the gift 
of living water that does not run dry 
and the nourishment of your Word 
which feeds our souls 
and others, if in love we share. 
 

For love which endures, 
blessings which satisfy 
and the opportunity to share 
all that you have given, 
we bring to you our thanks." 

Natasha Reid 
 

How many words can you make from “Harvest”? 
 

Lots, it seems!  The children re-arranged themselves to spell out many of these 
words at our Harvest service. 

Because of harvest every year we HAVE food to EAT for our TEA (and all our 
other meals!).  All over the EARTH, HARVEST comes at different times of the 
year in different parts of the EARTH but, sadly, they’re not always good harvests. 

Maybe there’s too much HEAT and not enough rain. Or too many TARES (an old 
word for weeds). In some countries, there are TEARS and people can even 
STARVE.  Some people have more food than they need while others don’t have 
enough to EAT. 

There is a word which can help with this.  It’s another word which can be made 
from these letters – SHARE. 

   
  



KURC Church News November 2017 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back page 

14 

Lesley’s 20th anniversary 
 
On Sunday 1st October, we celebrated and thanked God for the ministry 
of Lesley over the last 20 years.  
 

 

 
 

Joining in the actions – Our God is a great big God!  
 
 
 

   

 
 
Gifts of flowers and cards and music (Trude sang 'Firestone' by Kygo)  
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Gifts of cakes and book to Lesley and Ray 

 
 
It is quite the usual thing to say ‘there were too many people to thank 
individually so I will just do a blanket thanks’ - lazy. However, in this 
instance it is true  
Thanks to all the behind the scene organisers, musicians, the preacher, 
the inviters, the readers, the book producers, the cake maker, the 
speech giver (and those who did not let speeches be made!), the 
decorators of the hall, the cooks, the kitchen workers, the buyers of 
booze, the people who cleaned up afterwards, those who really put 
themselves out to be there. 
Thank you. The whole experience was as it was meant to be, 
empowering, encouraging. 
I am grateful for the motley crew that are Kingston United Reformed 
Church. On a good day, it is a community where people are called and 
do not have to fit in but can belong. 
Thank you          Lesley 
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Alternative Christmas Card 2017 (in aid of Christian Aid) 
 
Now that you’ve done your Link to Hope shoebox, it’s (already) time to give 
you advance notice on how to reduce your Christmas card list and give 
some money to Christian Aid. 
 

Instead of giving Christmas cards to our church friends many of us have 
chosen to put our greetings into an alternative Christmas card ’booklet’ and 
donate the money saved to Christian Aid.  
 

This will be published and distributed in time for Christmas!  
 

If you want to participate: 
 
 
PLEASE use the enclosed LABEL** on the front of which you should write 
your signed greeting (without removing the backing)  
in black ink in as large clear script as possible so as to fill the label  
- it will appear in print (reduced in size) exactly AS YOU WRITE IT  
 
AND Christian Aid Gift Aid ENVELOPE** for your donation  
Cheques payable to Christian Aid and don’t forget to complete the Gift Aid 
section if you are a UK tax-payer  
 
PLEASE put both your completed LABEL (do NOT remove its backing) and 
Christian Aid ENVELOPE in an envelope and hand/post the sealed envelope 
to: Barbara Fielding or Denise Scorer by Sunday 19th November 2017.  
** please note we are again using last year’s system with adhesive  
labels for your greetings AND the Christian Aid envelopes for your donation 
 
 
If you receive Church News electronically, please ask Barbara or Denise for 
a pack.  
 
Barbara Fielding (07872 071385) and Denise Scorer (07912 643870) and 
our address is 19 Montague Close, Walton on Thames, KT12 2NF. 
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Musical Matters 
 

Our next two lunchtime recitals are as follows: 

On Thursday 26 October at 12.30pm Ian Ritchie (baritone) 
accompanied by Esther Cavett (piano) will be singing songs by 
Schubert, Brahms and Britten. Ian studied music at Cambridge and the 
Guildhall School and has spent some of his career as a music and arts 
administrator: he has been Director of the St Magnus Festival in Orkney 
and the City of London Festival. Esther studied at the Royal Academy 
of Music and was at one time a lecturer in music at Oxford. 

On Thursday 16 November at 12.30pm Constance Leung (piano) will 
give a recital of French 19th and early 20th century music. 

The recitals are free, with a retiring collection in aid of our Community 
Hub Project. Please keep an eye on the church notice board and 
website for detailed programme information. 

 

Tony’s Golden Jubilee Concert 
Don’t forget the concert in KURC on Sunday November 12 at 3pm to 
mark the 50th anniversary of Tony’s appointment as our organist.  All 
our amazingly talented musicians will be taking part, and some of the 
music has been composed specially for the occasion. Come and 
celebrate!! 

 
 

Book Club 
 
By the time you read this our book club will have gathered for its 
planning meeting. We are keen to share the books and what we think of 
them. Our theme is ‘spiritual wellbeing’.  
It’s not too late to join - whether in person or just by reading the books 
on our list (one each month). We are meeting monthly on the third 
Tuesday of the month so the next meeting is on Tuesday 21st 
November.  
Please speak to Katie Frost or Linda Austin for more details.  



KURC Church News November 2017 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back page 

18 

 
Church weekend – 15 – 17 September 2017 

Theme: Who I am in Christ 

 
I asked those who attended this year’s Church Weekend to sum up 
what it meant for them in just a few words.  Here is a selection of the 
comments I received. 
Loved by God; Mindfulness; transforming teaching; the games; 

acceptance; peaceful; the setting (it is great); room facing the garden; 

the company; dancing to the beat of the drum; “getting to know you” 

bingo; Communion together; delicious food; the trees; happiness; 

Sophia and Trude walking with Bron's walking sticks being “2 old ladies 

who drink tea and watch Pointless”; people being brave in what they 

shared of themselves; people - having time together; non-judgmental 

and safe place to share; caterpillars turning to butterflies; courage; the 

food; fabulous people; beautiful setting; laughter (mentioned more than 

once!); Balderdash (especially words like “bumicky”); praying together; 
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new friendships; falling asleep after Sunday lunch; drumkits; mediation; 

variety; fun; cakes; fellowship. 

And some photos (taken by Jenny, Ray, Susan and Bron) 
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Intercultural Festival 
	
	

On Saturday 23rd September, the two local United Reformed Churches 
in New Malden and in Kingston organised an Intercultural Festival. 
 

John and I participated in the “Fabric, Food and Flowers” display in the 
URC in New Malden.  The Church was turned into a clothes shop with 
mannequins, boxes, flower arrangements etc. There were stalls which 
represented many nationalities, i.e. Ghana, Wales, Nepal, Korea, 
Latvia, Russia and Tanzania.   

 

My stall was representing Russia and 
Tanzania.  For Russia I displayed and 
gave a brief lecture on “Rushnyki”, 
which is a traditional piece of white linen 
material which is hand embroidered or 
machine printed.   

  

For Tanzania, I displayed Khangas, the East African clothes for women 
and gave a demonstration of their history, demonstrated how they can 
be worn and where else they can be used in daily life in East Africa. 

As we also had to prepare a national food, I woke up very early to 
prepare a Russian salad “Olivye” which was placed on a huge table 
between Welsh biscuits, Korean Builgogi, Bimpop and other fried 
noodles and rice.   There were South African Biltong, West African fried 
bananas, English cakes and Latvian chocolates. And outside the 
Church the Korean minister organised the Church Café where he and 
his helpers barbequed Bingeo-ppang which is a fish-shaped pastry 
stuffed with sweetened red bean paste. 

The owner of each stall had a chance to present and to explain the 
significance and make of his/her material.  For example, it was 
interesting to hear that many clothes and scarves from Nepal were 
made just from simple nettle! And that in Ghana it is very important 
which colour women or men wear during this or that occasion. 
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We were taught how to make Korean suchi called “bimpop”, had 
lessons of origami making from one Japanese girl and tried how to write 
real Chinese script on silk material. 

Food was delicious and John met outside of the church the same 
Muslim men we have been together with on two of the previous Muslim 
interfaith celebrations, so they also came to the church. 

 
Joseph production 

In the afternoon, we went to our church in Kingston where, at 4pm, a 
mixed cast of members of our two churches and several other churches 
was organised by the professional choirmaster Simon Wookey, who is 
husband of Nicola (née Wenman) and therefore son-in-law of our 
organist Tony. They sang and staged “Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat” by Lloyd Weber. Five church members were 
wearing beautifully made coats and danced and moved on the stage. 
Despite the choir being small in number, they sang their hearts out. The 
audience liked it very much and someone even asked if Simon can 
repeat it and do it again in our church. 

Natasha Reid 
 

   
Photos: Jenny Tarbutt and Natasha Reid.  
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Walking the Way: Living the life of Jesus to day: 
God forms us into the image of Jesus 

 
The following article appeared in the October edition of the URC’s 
monthly magazine ‘Reform’ and is one of the responses to the question 
‘What makes a disciple?’ It is reproduced here with permission. Watch 
this space for more information as KURC supports ‘Walking the Way: 
Living the life of Jesus today’. 

Let’s begin with God. Discipleship is the process by which God forms us 
gradually into the image of Jesus. The Holy Spirit working in the world 
gently challenges us to widen the bounds of our hearts so that we can 
learn from and open ourselves up to a whole range of people from 
whom, we might otherwise have assumed, we have nothing to learn.  

Disciples in Jesus’ day remained so close that they were covered in the 
dust of their teacher’s feet. This indicates that discipleship is a 
continuing process of watching and listening to model behaviour on that 
of the teacher. Rowan Williams refers to this as a “non-intermittent” 
quality. This accompanying leads to an approach to the events and 
encounters of each day as a training ground in learning to love in the 
way of Jesus.  

It also involves cultivating some stillness in which to receive perspective 
and direction and to be overwhelmed once more by the mystery of 
God’s blessing of the world. Not that any of this is easy. Being a disciple 
requires a measure of courage to speak out when you would rather 
remain silent, to open your home to a stranger, to challenge injustice 
and to do this with humility and grace.  

Thus far, discipleship sounds a rather lonely experience. However, the 
church is the discipleship community. It might even be regarded as a 
boot camp for disciples. Intensive reflection on Scripture, the practice of 
praying together with others, of learning to love and be loved and most 
of all by giving central place to someone other than ourselves are ways 
in which we are shaped and strengthened to be faithful when we are 
scattered.  

The United Reformed Church, together with many of our sister 
churches, is recovering an emphasis on discipleship. We call it Walking 
the Way: living the Life of Jesus today. That prompts the question: How 
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can my local church make, grow and release disciples? Many people 
are engaged in producing resources that will become available over the 
coming few years to enable congregations to develop their discipleship 
so that we can make a difference for Christ’s sake. 

Richard Church,  
Deputy General Secretary (Discipleship) for the United Reformed 

Church 

 
 

WOW!! 
 
Do you know how amazing you are? 
You are a work of art 
Lovingly and carefully 
Knitted together cell by cell in your mother’s womb 
Eye colour chosen 
The hairs on your head counted 
Created with care 
Perfection 
 
Do you know how amazing you are? 
Not the person next to you 
What you do or do not do 
What you can and cannot do  
You are unique 
Individual 
Highly valued 
 
Do you know how amazing you are? 
At this moment in time 
Whatever your circumstance 
Or stage of life 
You are precious 
Adored 
Priceless          Carol Clack  
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Bring them safely to the morning light 
Like me you've probably been irritated by someone you've never 
encountered.  In my case at least by a so called celebrity who seems to 
be at every opening of an envelope / night club / opening night.  Always 
out there on the town, doesn't seem to have a day job, looks glorious in 
very little and grins away at the cameras for years on end.  How do they 
keep the press and us so interested for so long with so little to offer or 
say?  So it's easy for us to ridicule, label them and box them in the "past 
their used by date" and move on with our lives.  And yet.......  

Well I was pretty floored to read a small account by a reporter who had 
interviewed Tara Palmer Tomkinson a while back.  It was a little kernel 
of truth and revelation about someone who had been an "It girl" through 
the 90's and beyond and whose moneyed Father had taught Prince 
Charles to ski and who had written a bonkbuster novel and partied with 
handsome men and lived in a well-appointed flat in London.  Well she 
had it all, didn't she?  Well not really.  She said to a journalist "Posh 
people don't have a lot of love in their lives, to be honest.” She felt 
goaded and ridiculed by the press when she appeared at a royal 
wedding after she had had work done on her nose (after it had 
collapsed because of her cocaine addiction), she was made to feel like 
"the hunchback going to Notre Dame and it made her feel she wanted 
to do drugs again".  The tragedy of her life was, despite all those 
contacts, the great and good of British society, don't forget even royalty, 
she died alone, single and unfulfilled.  But I was more than surprised to 
hear of her faith.  After partying the night away in the glare of the British 
press she would say the following prayer: 

Thank you, God, for a happy day. 
Sorry if I've been naughty. 
Please help me to be good tomorrow. 
Please God, bless everyone I love 
And bring them safely to the morning light. 
Through Jesus Christ, Amen 

 
So, that old quote "don't judge a book by its cover" or similar holds so 
true.  It so easy to think we know someone when in fact we know so 
very, very little.  Until the next time..... 

Robin Pilbeam  
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International Bible Reading Association - IBRA 

 
and scroll to the very bottom of the page. 
 

The readings for November 2017 are: 
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Regular Activities 

Monday:  
10.00   Parents & Toddlers (during school terms) 
  
Tuesday: 
19:30   Book club: ‘spiritual wellbeing’ (third Tuesday monthly)  
   Locations vary – speak to Linda Austin or Katie Frost 
 
Wednesday:   
10.00   Tots’ Praise (during school terms) 
13.10   Lunchtime Service 
14.00 & 19.30 Faith Studies – check date and frequency of short courses 
 
Thursday: 
19.00   International Friendship Café  
19.30   Line Dancing   
 
Friday: 
13.00   Friday Prayers 
14.00   Quiz Afternoon for Foyer Guests (second Friday monthly) 
14.00   Dancing with Lyn (Ballroom & Latin American Dancing)   
22.00   All night prayers and Street Pastors (until 04.00) 
 
Saturday: 
10.00   Stay and Play (third Saturday monthly)  
22.00   All night prayers and Street Pastors (until 04.00) 
 

How to contribute to Church News: 
Contributions on matters of reflection and opinion, as well as reports of activities 
are welcome.  Copy for Church News must reach the editor by midday on the 

second Sunday of the month.  The next copy deadline is:  
12 noon on Sunday, 12th November 2017.  Editor: Tony Wenman 

 
FINANCIAL DONATIONS may be made to the church in a number of ways 

including via our MyDonate page, accessible through every page of our website 
at www.kingstonurc.org. You can also pay directly into our bank account:  

sort code 20-46-76, account number 33054942. 
If you would like more information on giving to KURC, please ask any elder. 

 
You can keep in touch with all our worship and activities through our website at 

www.kingstonurc.org 
You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

 
 

Thank you to Mail Boxes Etc for printing Church News 
22 Eden Street, Kingston, KT1 1DN, tel: 020 8547 1547; e-mail: info@mbekingston.co.uk 
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Kingston United Reformed Church - Information 
  

A warm invitation is given to all who read this magazine to come and share in 
our services and activities 

 
 
Our Sunday Services: 
 
10.00 – Traditional Worship 
(with communion first Sunday 
monthly) 
 
11.30 – All Age Worship 
(with communion on the last Sunday 
monthly) 
 
18.30 – Reflective Worship 
(with communion on the third Sunday 
monthly) 
 
On the second Sunday of each 
month 
a combined service at 10.30 
replaces 
the 10.00 and 11.30 services 
 
Tea and coffee are served between 
the 10.00 and 11.30 services, before 
the 10.30 service on the second 
Sunday and after the 18.30 service 
 
During the 10.00 and 11.30 and the 
second Sunday 10.30 services there 
are group activities for children of 
all ages.  Visiting children are 
welcome to take part. 
 
 
 
The Sanctuary is open daily for 
private prayer with access via the 
foyer. 
  
Coffee and Tea: Our foyer is normally 
open every weekday and Saturday 
from 11.00 until 14.00 for coffee and 
tea. 

Our Church Officers: 
 

Ministers:  Rev Lesley M Charlton 
Tel:  020 8399 4423 
E-mail: minister@kingstonurc.org 
 

Rev Suk In Lee 
Tel:  020 8949 2070 
E-mail: leesukin@hotmail.com 
 

Church Secretary: 
Cathy Seymour 
Tel:  020 8549 1431   
E-mail: chsec@kingstonurc.org 
 

Finance Reporter: 
John Watts 
Tel:  020 8549 6501 
E-mail: john_watts@isoparix.com 
 

Church Organist: 
Tony Wenman 
Tel:  01372 464709 
E-mail: tony.wenman@gmail.com  
 

Youth and Families Worker: 
Sally Butler 
Mobile:  07807 348326 
E-mail: youth@kingstonurc.org 
 

Centre Manager:  Catherine Treweek 
 

Operations Manager:  Joe Neligan 
Monday – Friday  09.00 – 17.00 
Tel:  020 8549 1888 
E-mail:  premises@urckingston.org.uk 
 
Need to talk to someone about a 
problem or concern?  There is 
sometimes a designated listener 
available in the Foyer; if not, please 
speak to the coffee server or contact 
Lesley Charlton 
 
.

 


